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Typology of elites in historical researches
(Case: typology and explaining political orientation of Shia Imamye elites in the Abbasid era)
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Alimohamad Valvi**

Fateme Jamila Kohne Shahri™™”"

Abstract:

The current research is an attempt to apply
guantitative analysis and methodology to
Islamic history and go further than solely
relying on historical narratives already in
place. The writers believe that despite
difficulties, it is possible to convert historical
information to numbers and figures. By using
theories in other sciences in the native context,
and applying statistical methods, we can reach
significant conclusions, models and lessons. By
employing the orientation typology on
historical figures, and presenting a sample, the
researchers present their model. The example
shown outlines the political tendency of Shiite
elites in the time of the Great Occult to the end
of the rule of Baghdad. It appears that Shiite
elites did not have a uniform reaction to the
powers of their time. Four typologies were
found in the directions they chose, and were
tested against variables. Statistical analysis
and correlation coefficients show significant

results in relevant tables and graphs.

Keywords: Typology, Political orientation,

Shia elites, Scientific attitudes, Political rule.
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